A new modification of polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (PAGE) was applied to cerebrospinal fluid proteins from patients with multiple sclerosis (MS The finding of oligoclonal bands provides valuable supporting evidence for the diagnosis of MS in the less definite clinical categories.
Introduction
It is well known that the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) may be abnormal in multiple sclerosis (MS) 
Patients
We selected 172 patients at random whose provisional diagnosis on admission was MS and on whom polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (PAGE) of the CSF had been performed; 145 remained after exclusion of those whose CSF studies were technically unsatisfactory (including those with traumatic punctures) and those for whom no definite diagnosis was made. There were 31 patients with other diseasesnamely, optic neuritis (4 cases) (shown separately in the table), cerebrovascular disease (6), cerebral atrophy (5), Guillain-Barre syndrome (2) , and idiopathic occular palsy (2) 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
The committee for encouraging the use of horse-flesh as an article of food have issued a return showing that the number of horses, asses, and mules slaughtered in Paris for consumption in 1878 was 11 319, or 700 more than in the previous year. The continued increase in the use of horse-flesh is, they say, a proof that the prejudice against it is being gradually overcome. A prize of 1200francs was awarded by M Decroix to the founder of the first shop for the sale of horse-flesh in London, opened in May last. That venture, during the four months it was carried on, did not, however, meet with all the desired success, the chief reason for which was (the committee say) that the director was quite ignorant of the English language. The committee now offer a medal of honour to any English butcher who shall take up the trade and continue it for three months at least. But, till English cooks are more skilled in concealing their raw material, and till English prejudices among the working classes are less intense against even Australian beef, there is little hope of a demand for horse-flesh. (British Medical Journal, 1879.)
